
Saturday the 6th of December, 2025 
Sciences Po Aix

INTERNATIONAL
SYMPOSIUM

ON THE SECURITY OF EUROPE’S SOUTHERN BORDERS

3rd edition

From the Sahel to the Middle East, Crises and Wars: 
What New Challenges ?

www.sciencespo-aix.fr



As multifaceted crises continue to unfold in the Middle East and the 
Sahel, the third Major international conference on the security of 
Europe’s southern borders focuses on analysing the geopolitical and 
security shifts affecting this strategic flank. Held at Sciences Po Aix, 
the event aims to provide an overview of the multisectoral threats 
spanning the Mediterranean arc, from socioeconomic challenges to 
geopolitical rivalries and military confrontations. 

The conference seeks to serve as a platform for exchange and critical 
reflection on the contemporary dynamics shaping security along 
Europe’s southern borders. This region— a complex interface between 
three continents— is experiencing significant turmoil as a result of 
prolonged conflicts in the Middle East, energy-related tensions, and 
the rise of new influential actors, whether state or non-state. The 
objective is to deepen understanding of these issues in order to 
anticipate the security strategies that need to be implemented. 

Structured around four roundtables, the conference first aims to 
establish the most comprehensive possible diagnosis of ongoing 
dynamics. How are geopolitical power relations being reshaped in the 
Middle East— at a time of a fragile truce in Gaza and the consolidation 
of a new leadership in Syria— or in the Maghreb, as Morocco 
strengthens its position in Western Sahara and Mali once again faces 
intense jihadist pressure? What are the migratory implications for 
the Mediterranean? Diplomatic rivalries are increasingly expressed 
through power-based approaches and assertive demonstrations of 
influence. Conversely, what forms of North–South cooperation can be 
envisioned, while discourse surrounding the Global South continues 
to shape all actors? As collective security is undermined by rising 
tensions, European defence, NATO’s strategies for the security of 
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its southern flank, and the broader network of multilateral actors 
committed to collective security must once again adapt. These 
adjustments must also account for the return of high-intensity warfare 
and the transformations in conflict driven by new technologies. Finally, 
collective security requires holistic, long-term approaches in which 
economic and environmental factors are essential parameters. 

The ambition of this conference is to foster forward-looking insights 
aimed at identifying sustainable solutions to the security challenges 
unfolding at Europe’s southern doorstep. By bringing together 
academics, military experts, policymakers, and representatives of 
international organisations, the event intends to promote constructive 
dialogue between academic and institutional spheres. In the face of 
an ever-evolving geopolitical landscape, this conference contributes 
to the development of pragmatic policies and resilient strategies to 
ensure the stability and security of this crucial region.



Welcome  –   coffee

Welcome speech  –  Walter BRUYÈRE-OSTELLS,  
Co-Director of the Master’s Programme in Geostrategy, 
Defense and International Security and Scientific Director of the 
Intelligence Chair at Sciences Po Aix

Keynote  –  Pierre VANDIER, NATO Supreme Allied Commander 
Transformation (video intervention)

Conference cards, in partnership with Diplomatie magazine

Roundtable | Tensions in North Africa, New Government in Syria, 
Developments in the Middle East Conflict: What Political, Social, 
and Economic Transformations

Introduction by Sélen ROQUES, Sciences Po Aix student 

Moderator  –  Charlotte LALANNE, Senior International Reporter, 
L’Express 

• Karim Emile BITAR, Associate Researcher at IRIS, Professor
of International Relations, Saint Joseph University (Lebanon)

• Akram KACHEE, PhD in Political Science and Lecturer at
Sciences Po Lyon

• Aija KALNAJA, Deputy Executive Director of FRONTEX
• Salaheddine MEZOUAR, former Minister of Foreign Affairs

of Morocco and President of the General Confederation of
Moroccan Enterprises

Break

PROGRAMME english version

8:30 am

9:00 am

9:10 am

9:45 am

10:00 am

11:30 am
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PROGRAMME english version

Roundtable | Diplomatic Rivalries and Strategic Competition: 
Redefining Power Relations

Introduction by Hugo EXPOSITO, Sciences Po Aix student 

Moderator  –  Nicolas BADALASSI, Professor of Contemporary 
History, Sciences Po Aix

• Pierre-Louis CARON, Journalist, International Desk,
franceinfo.fr

• Admiral Cem GURDENIZ, Director of the Maritime Forum
at Koç University, Istanbul

• Guillaume HENRY, tate Administrator, Ministry for Europe
and Foreign Affairs

• Mankeur NDIAYE, former Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Senegal, former UN Special Representative of the
Secretary-General, Head of MINUSCA

Keynote  –  Alice Rufo, Minister Delegate to the Minister of the 
Armed Forces and Veterans Affairs (video intervention)

Lunch break

Roundtable | European Defence, NATO Action and International 
Cooperation : What Adaptations for Greater Collective Security?

Introduction by Séraphin COLLE, Sciences Po Aix student 

Moderator  –  Walter BRUYÈRE-OSTELLS, Professor of 
Contemporary History, Sciences Po Aix

• General Patrick BRETHOUS, Military Adviser to the
President, Airbus Helicopters

• Béatrice GODEFROY, Deputy Director, DCAF – Geneva
Centre for Security Sector Governance

• Général Yves METAYER, Military Governor of Marseille
• Margaux VISEUR, Policy officer, NATO Affairs and Security

Policy Section, Political Affairs and Security Policy Division,
NATO

11:45 am

1:15 pm

1:00 pm

2:15 pm
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 Break

Keynote  –  Karim AMELLAL, former French Ambassador and 
Interministerial Delegate for the Mediterranean, MEAE

Roundtable | North–South Dialogue(s) and Interdependencies: 
Building the Conditions for Sustainable Development in the 
Mediterranean

Introduction by Gabriel CACCIAGUERRA, Sciences Po Aix 
student 

Moderator  –  Olivier DARRASON, former Member of the French 
Parliament

• Julien CHENIVESSE, Deputy Interministerial Delegate
for the Mediterranean, Interministerial Delegation for the
Mediterranean

• Christophe MADROLLE, Regional Councillor, Sud Provence-
Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region Thomas MÉLONIO, Chief
Economist, French Development Agency (AFD)

• Pierre VIMONT, former French Ambassador to the United
States and Executive Secretary-General of the European
External Action Service

General conclusions  –  Prof. Walter BRUYÈRE-OSTELLS

Closing Remarks  –  Alessia LEFÉBURE, Directrice de Sciences Po Aix

PROGRAMME english version

3:45 pm

4:00 pm

5:40 pm

5:50 pm
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