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PLAN DE cOURS
ACADEMIC SYLLABUS

DISCIPLINE

Political Theory

Titre du cours
Course title

Feminist Political Thought

Langue Heures ECTS Année du Dipléme
Language Hours
o p L4

Nom de I'enseignant/
Name of the lecturer

Marc Calvini-Lefebvre

Fonction / Employeur
Position / Employee

Lecturer in 19th Century British History at Aix-Marseille Université

Contact :

marc.calvini-lefebvre@univ-amu.fr

Objectifs du cours /
Course objectives

1. An overview of the main traditions of feminist political
thought

2. A survey of key debates in contemporary feminist political
theory

Compétences acquises/
Learning outcomes

1. Understanding of the epistemological issues raised by a
historical study of feminist thought

2. Ability to situate key feminist thinkers historically and to
identify the distinctive traditions in feminism's intellectual
history

3. A solid grasp of contemporary debates within feminist political
theory, and their continuities with/departures from feminism's
long history
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Contenu du cours par session/ Course content per session

Nombre d'heures/ Number
of hours

Week 1 : What (and when) is/was feminism ?
Part I. Mapping feminisms

Week 2: The Liberal tradition from Mary Woolstonecraft to
Martha Nussbaum

Week 3: The Relational tradition from Anne Richelieu Lamb to
Jean Bethke Elshtain

Week 4: The Socialist/Marxist tradition from the Owenites to
Nany Fraser

Week 5: The Radical tradition from Kate Millet to Christine
Delphy

Week 6: Birth of a tradition? Black feminism and
intersectionality from bell hooks to Kimberley Crenshaw

II. Debates in contemporary feminist political theory
Week 7: Women: equal, different, or something else?
Week 8: Who cares about justice?

Week 9: Citizenship and representation:
Week 10: The Body Politica/

Week 11: Revision and exam preparation

Bibliographie - Auteur, titre, année, éditeur/ Bibliography - Author, title, year, publisher

This is only an indicative list of background reading. Specific articles will be distributed for each

seminar.

o Allen, Ann Taylor, Feminism and Motherhood in Western Europe, 1890-1970: the maternal

dilemma, 2005, Palgrave Macmillan

e Bryson, Valerie, Feminist Political Theory : an Introduction, 2003, Palgrave Macmillan
e Caine, Barbara, English Feminism, 1780-1980,1997, Oxford University Press
o Offen, Karen, European Feminisms, 1700-1950: a Political History,2000, Stanford

University Press

e Squires, Judith, Gender in Political Theory. 1999, Polity Press
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Mini CV de I'enseignant/ Mini CV of the lecturer

PHOTO (non obligatoire) | 2011-present : Lecturer in 19th century British history, Aix-Marseille
Université

2009: PhD, Goldsmiths College, University of London
Thesis: Feminism and the challenge of war: responses of the
British Women's Suffrage Movement to the Great War
Supervisors: Dr Richard Grayson and Dr Michael Levin

2004-2007: Doctoral Fellow, Goldsmiths College, University of London

2001-2002: MSC Political Theory, London School of Economics and
Political Science

1997-2001: IEP Aix-en-Provence and University of Durham (Erasmus)
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