
 
 
 
 

 

 
SYLLABUS DE COURS 

   

 

Intitulé du cours : Society and political systems in Europe, 19th and 20th century 
 
Nom de l’enseignant : Schmid  Prénom de l’enseignant : Johannes 
 
Périodicité : Annuel  Semestriel (1)                 Semestriel (2)  
 
Niveau d’enseignement concerné : 
 

              1ère année                                   2ème année                        4ème année Master 1  
   
              5ème année  Master 2                       Cours spécifique étudiants internationaux  
 
                               Conférence de Méthode                Cours Magistral   
 
 

Objectifs pédagogiques du cours : 
 
This course will use multi-media to support teaching, allowing for interactive teaching and learning. Students 
will be provided with input on the topic but at the same time they will be encouraged to develop their 
analytic capacity and to prepare and complement topics through personal study. 
 
 
 

Contenu / descriptif du cours : 
 
This class studies the political and social history of 19th and 20th century Europe. Using a comparative 
approach it analyses the main political philosophies, ideas and events that marked this period. The lesson 
begins with the aftermath of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars, notably the Restoration but 
also Liberalism and the national awakening of the European peoples. Another topic will be the industrial 
revolution and its repercussions: socialism and the social question. Hyper nationalism, the path to World War 
I and the consequences of this First World War fought at an industrial scale are further important topics. The 
class will then analyse the importance of the Russian Revolution and the rise of the authoritarian and 
totalitarian regimes in the interwar period. The consequences of World War II and the beginning of the Cold 
War are the next step. Special attention will be given to the welfare state and the consumer society. The 
protest movements of the 1960’s, the crises of the welfare state and neo-liberalism will be further subjects 
this class hopes to study along with the European integration and the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
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